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In my last European professional
tour of June-July, I briefed and lec-
tured Government officials, NGOs
and European Union audiences in
Rome, Berlin, Brussels, Paris and
London. I will report on the main
issues of discussions and areas of
common interest in the near future.
One of the hot issues of exchange
has been the ability for Europeans
(Government and public) to make a
distinction between the theology of
Islam and the ideology of Jihadism.
Although links have been estab-
lished by the Jihadists themselves,
especially in their indoctrination
process, EU and local Government
officials need to isolate the doctrinal
political component from the theo-
logical web, for the purpose of
drawing national security strategies.
But, the Jihadi lobby has been effi-
cient in blurring the frontiers in the
purpose of keeping authorities and
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the public at bay. This trend is now
developing in the United States as
well, particularly since the dissemi-
nation of the so-called "lexicon." The
battle of ideas seems to be now tak-
ing place within the West, between
two camps: those who want to iso-
late the ideology of Jihadism as a
root of Terrorism and those who
wish to camouflage it for a variety
of reasons. The European Public
Must Learn to Distinguish Between
Islam as a religion and Jihadism as
an Ideology

Following are excerpts from an in-
terview I had with Monika Polakova
of the Slovak News Agency (TASR)
on 30-Jun-2008.

Are concerns about islamization of
Europe substantiated? Is Islam dan-
gerous for the Western society?
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It is true that many in Europe seems
to express worry about Islam as a
whole and others are projecting
these conclusions into the demo-
graphic trends of Muslim communi-
ties. What I have noticed in Europe
is that people fully mix problems of
immigrant integration into Western
societies with the fight against ter-
rorism. That is not the correct way
to address the problem. The prob-
lem are jihadists who have infil-
trated the Muslim community. What
is needed is to help this community
to isolate and marginalize the Ji-
hadists who operate there.

Where does Jihad come from?

It is an ancient state instrument used
in a modern society by contempo-
rary Jihadists. In old times, it was
used as an instrument for the de-
fense and expansion of the Islamic
state, in order to preserve or gain
more territory. With the collapse of
the caliphate, its use has in principle
ended. Today we speak of jihad as
an ideology as modern jihadists are
calling for the return to the caliph-
ate. Although it's not exactly the
same, it would be currently like Na-
tional Socialists calling for the re-
emergence of the Third Reich.

Can one agree with the statement
that Muslims in Europe feel dis-
criminated against because of their
religion? May this sentiment lead to
the defensive posture that Europe
perceives as aggressive? Where can
one find the root causes of the mu-
tual intolerance between Western
and Muslim societies?

Jihadist and their followers argue
that Western societies are naturally
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hostile to Islam. When we look at
how European society views Islam,
we find out that it does not know
much about it. If Europeans do not
know much about Islam, it means
they are responding only to what
they see. And what they see are
mostly manifestations of fundamen-
talism. Europeans began being hos-
tile particularly after the terrorist
attacks in the US, Madrid, London
and other manifestations of ji-
hadism. Jihadi followers can be
heard well, which is not true about
the silent Muslim majority. Europe-
ans are reacting to the microphone
which has been held by the jihadists
and whose proclamations are in
conflict with European democratic
values. European reaction is the fol-
lowing: either a small minority be-
gins to attack the core of the Islamic
religion or the social majority begins
to distance itself from the Muslim
community. Jihadists provoke a hos-
tile European reaction and the Mus-
lims majority then reacts to that. The
problem is that governments and
academics in Europe have not done
their job well in the last 20-30 years
when they did not explain to the
European public that what they see
is not a Muslim majority but a Ji-
hadist minority.

Is the main problem intolerance,
weak knowledge and ignorance?

The problem is ignorance. The edu-
cational system must emphasize
that Islam is a religion like others
and jihadists are an ideological
movement. Let's not confuse the
two. I don’t think it's a question of
tolerance - the problem is ignorance.
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Is it possible to find roots of terror-
ism in Islam?

If you want to find them, you can
find them in the texts speaking
about war and jihad. But war is one
thing and terrorism is another. Con-
temporary jihadists read the Quran
and extract from it those verses that
refer to violence and then tell Mus-
lims that it’s their duty to behave
according to those words. One must
be objective: there are references to
war and violence but that is it. The
problem is not whether it is there
but whether it's being used as a
blueprint for action.

How to successfully integrate Mus-
lims in Europe and break stereo-
types?

From the point of view of European
governments, it is necessary to edu-
cate the public without magnifying
or belittling the matter, without
equating Islam either with only
peace or with only war. It's impera-
tive to tell the public that the prob-
lem of terrorism comes from an ide-
ology, not from a religion. There is
certainly a connection between the
two (religion and ideology) but it
must all be properly explained.
What's most needed is an extensive
reform of education in this field. If
European governments can achieve
this, then the public will be suppor-
tive of their policies. With regard to
the politics of the Muslim communi-
ties in Europe, European govern-
ments must use all of their resources
to educate them about democracy
and pluralism outside of the influ-
ence of the Jihadists. It's necessary
to support democratic forces within
the Muslim communities and allow
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for a debate between the Jihadists
and counter-Jihadists. If that debate
takes place, I think counter-Jihadists
will win. Young Muslims are frus-
trated because they see that the
dominant force in their community
tells them: if you don’t do this and
this, you go against Islam. Nobody
tells them that one may attend a
Mosque without having to follow
fundamentalism. What is necessary
is to strengthen the weak side of
democracy, secularism, women’s
and student organizations or artists

who all stand on the side opposite
to Jihad.

Question: Do Western governments
know what they must do?

No. We are in a critical stage. The
majority of European governments
and politicians, and this goes also
for the USA, has advisers and ex-
perts coming from the Middle East
or from universities where their po-
sitions are paid by oil-producing
regimes of the Middle East. These
experts devise strategies for their
governments, which all say one
thing: if there is Muslim extremism,
it is due to your foreign policy (Is-
rael-Palestine etc.) or due to the way
you treat Muslim immigrants at
home. They don’t say that extrem-
ism is a result of a movement. Gov-
ernments have for decades margin-
alized and ignored the problem and
now after 9/11 ask themselves
where it comes from. What should
be done now? We must cultivate a
new generation of academics, peo-
ple, who will understand this, to
involve dissidents from the Arab
world who would inform us about
the reality of this struggle.
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When could this exchange take
place?

In the course of a decade. The new
generation of experts sees matters
differently, new literature is coming,
but it needs more time. I think that a
strategic change in Europe will take
place over the course of 10 years.
Had we been more active in the
1990s, we would not have been hav-
ing this problem today. This criti-
cism holds also for the US, since
9/11 seven years have gone by, mil-
lions of dollars have been spent and
we still make slow steps in the di-
rection of informing and educating
the public. I am a realist. I see that
the young generation has better in-
stincts. So my conclusion is such
that Europe will eventually correct
itself, but it needs time and mean-

while a crisis of confrontation may
take place.

This year is the year of a European
multicultural dialogue announced
by the EU. Do you see its signifi-
cance and some concrete results
which this initiative may bring in
terms of improving relations with
the Muslim community?

Inter-cultural dialogue would be
effective only if all elements of the
Islamic community were involved.
This is the condition. This kind of
dialogue is typically used by ji-
hadists to gain time. It is imperative
that various opinion groups from
the Muslim community will be rep-
resented at the dialogue. It is up to
the European side to ensure this
representation if they want the dia-
logue to bring any fruit.

Professor Walid Phares is the author of Future Jihad. He is a Visiting Fellow with the
European Foundation for Democracy in Brussels and a Senior Fellow with the
Foundation for the Defense of Democracies in Washington.
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