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In an audiotape aired on al Qaida's 
"Media production site," As Sahab, 
Al Qaida's leader Usama Bin Laden 
issued his expected "guidelines and 
instructions" to the Jihadists in the 
region and around the world re-
garding Iraq and Somalia as well as 
other issues dealing with the princi-
ple of Jihadism. "Expected," because, 
as I announced earlier Bin Laden is 
the higher authority in the world 
war against Democracies, infidels 
and apostate Muslims, as he defines 
them. Hence, when major develop-
ments take place on the "battle-
fields" the top leader has to provide 
with the "policies and strategies to 
adopt."  
 
As usual, Bin Laden starts with a 
call to the Islamic Umma, asserting 
his leadership, and by reciting a 
number of Koranic verses. That 
alone, as I argued provides him 
with a religious shield to develop 
his political position in defense of 
his terror plans. The references to 

the verses, as long as unchecked and 
strongly responded to by religious 
clerics around the world, allows him 
to place himself in a strong position. 
In addition, in this latest audio, the 
no 1 of Terror told his followers that 
"by defeating your enemy you 
would profiting from the wortld 
treasures," a hint at the vast oil 
revenues Bin Laden is eying for the 
future.  
 
In a long diatribe on Iraqi issues, Bin 
Laden refused the naming of "free 
fighters" as "Terrorists." He accused 
the leaders of Shiites of mastermind-
ing a "genocide against the un-
armed," whom he meant by Sunnis.  
 
He said the "free fighters and the 
Mujahidin" responded to what he 
called a campaign coming from the 
south (Shiites) in the direction of 
Baakuba, Mosul, and other (Sunni) 
areas. He said those "unarmed 
among Muslims are being submit-
ted to a genocide at the hands of 
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gangs of hatred." He cited two 
Sunni clerics from the Association of 
Muslim Ulemas, Sheikh Bashar al 
Faidi and Abdel Salam al Qubseisi, 
who warned about these massacres. 
Such a direct citing raises questions 
about the motives, especially that 
many Iraqis would then link the 
clerical association with al Qaida for 
that matter. Bin Laden said more 
than 40,000 (Sunnis) were killed at 
the hands of Shiites.  
 
Bin Laden than blamed the Iraqi 
Governments under Allawi, Jaafari 
and Maliki for the killings calling 
them "apostates," Murtaddin.  
 
Expanding on the betrayal of Iraqi 
leaders and politicians, he called for 
the punishment of the three Prime 
Ministers and their followers. "There 
is no truce to the Crusaders, Infidels 
and apostates," he said. Only Jihad 
and Jihad. Then he blasted the Sun-
nis who participated in the "political 
process" i.e. the last few elections. 
Calling them Ahmaq, or "idiots" for 
trusting the Government.  
 
He then declares that "upon the de-
cision and request by the Mujahidin 
in Iraq, he blesses the appointment 
of Abu Hamza al Muhajir as a suc-
cessor to Abu Mus'aab al Zarqawi. 
 
Addressing "our people in Somalia" 
he explained that the country has 
opted for Islam before former Presi-
dent Siyad Barri would attempt to 
move it to Communism. But Bin 
Laden saw a success in bringing the 
country back to Islam, as he says, at 
the hands of the Islamic Tribunals. 
As we projected in previous analy-
sis, and despite the rejection by 

other analysts and commentators 
including on al Jazeera and some 
Western networks, here is Bin 
Laden himself who declares the 
"Mahakem" as groups seeking the 
establishment of an Islamic State." 
(See the complete text or listen to 
the complete audio) 
 
He then harshly attacked Somali 
President General Abdullah Yussuf 
and called for punishing him and 
those legislators who called for an 
international "infidel" intervention 
in Somalia.  
"Even if Muslim soldiers are called 
to deploy, this is a crusader infidel 
invasion." He accused Muslim lead-
ers of being kuffars (infidels) too 
asking his followers to deal with 
Yussuf and all the infidels "with the 
sword only." 
 
Bin Laden warned the US and their 
allies of violent responses in Soma-
lia if they decide to deploy in the 
near future and threatened to re-
spond on their own lands (America) 
at the timing and location of the Ji-
hadists choice.  
 
He then reiterated his call for Jihad 
to resume with all strength in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Kashmir, Palestine, 
Chechnya, and in all battlefields. 
 
In short, Bin Laden's latest tape 
comes to certify what has already 
been known and agreed on among 
Jihadi Salafists worldwide regarding 
the "battlefields" of Iraq and Soma-
lia. In Iraq, Bin Laden is telling the 
Shiite politicians not to engage in 
military action against the Sunni 
areas in general and the Salafists in 
particular. Clearly an offer of zones 
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of influence: "don't come to our ar-
eas, we won't attack you." He seems 
to state that he wants to attack the 
US and coalition forces only, but 
Shiia must stay on the side. A posi-
tion in line with Zarqawi's "war on 
the Shiites" on te one hand and with 
Zawahiri's injunction to "restrain 
from attacking Shiites." Bin Laden 
suggests a midway: attack them 
only if attacked by them. 
 
On Somalia, Bin Laden's position is 
more than expected, it is almost 

predicted. That the Mahakem (Is-
lamic Courts) wants to establish an 
Islamic Taliban like state, is a given. 
But Bin Laden goes ahead and 
warns anyone who would obstruct 
their path to power with punish-
ment and the sword: Somalia's 
President and the Parliament; Yem-
eni President Ali Abdallah Saleh for 
mediating the crisis and the US and 
other countries for "thinking" about 
intervening. Definitely Somalia is a 
future "home" for Jihadi Terrorism, 
in the mind of Bin Laden. 

 


